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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

Rochester Area Birth Network strongly supports NYSALM proposal to amend section
6951 of the education law to eliminate the requirement of a written practice agreement.

Whereas, the infant and maternal morbidity and mortality rates are rising in the US,
and

Whereas, the countries around the world who implement the Midwives Model of
Care have the lowest infant and maternal mortality rates, and

Whereas, “13 to $20 billion a year could be saved in health care costs” by
implementing the Midwives Model of Care in the US, and

Whereas, when midwifery (a separate specialty profession) is governed by its most
immediate competitor through instruments such as written practice agreements, those
agreements constitute restraint of trade,

Whereas, as such, the written practice agreement is a barrier to women who seek
midwifery care, and

We therefore conclude: Rochester Area Birth Network strongly supports the
elimination of the written practice agreement (WPA) from midwifery practice and
licensing laws in New York State.
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