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IN SENATE

April 27, 2009
Introduced by Sen. DUANE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Higher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the definition of the
practice of midwifery

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 6951 of the education law,
subdivision 1 as amended by chapter 328 of the laws of 1992 and subdivi-
sion 2 as added by chapter 327 of the laws of 1992, are amended to read
as follows:

1. The practice of the profession of midwifery 1is defined as the
management of normal pregnancies, child birth and postpartum care as
well as primary preventive reproductive health care of essentially heal-
thy women [as—specified—in—the-writtenpractice—agreement], and shall

include newborn evaluation, resuscitation and referral for infants.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omitted.
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2. A licensed midwife shall have the authority, as necessary, and

limited to the practice of midwifery, [and-subjecttoHimitations—in—the
written—agreement;] to prescribe and administer drugs, Immunizing

agents, diagnostic tests and devices, and to order laboratory tests, as
established by the board in accordance with the commissioner®s regu-
lations. A midwife shall obtain a certificate from the department upon
successTully completing a program including a pharmacology component, or
its equivalent, as established by the commissioner®s regulations prior
to prescribing under this section.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.



